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on tills errand he travelled over the region in which, many
years later, he conducted one of his greatest campaigns.
Thus he acquired knowledge which was afterward of incal-
culable value to him and to the National Government

In the winter of 1844-45, he was on a deer hunting expe^
dition on the Carolina coast, and got his right arm thrown
out of joint by an accident. Being thus disabled he got a
leave of absence and went North, going as usual to the
centre of attraction at Lancaster. In March he returned
to Fort Moultrie, just at the time when Congress provided
for the annexation of Texas and war with Mexico was
expected. He remained at Fort Moultrie, however, for
some time longer. Charleston was then a proud, aristo^
cratic city, and considered itself a most important place
in the Union. There was already much talk about the
right of secession and there were often angry controversies
over the subject, even at the officers' own mess-tables,
But Sherman at this time had no idea that such talk would!
ever go further than it had already gone in 183^-33, when
" Nullification " was so promptly stamped out by President
Jackson and General Scott.

In the spring of 1846 Sherman was at Fort Moultrie,
under the command of Captain, afterward General, Robert
Anderson. Among other officers there at the time were
Henry B. Judd, George B. Ayres, William Gates, Martin
Burke, E. D. Keyes, T. W. Sherman, H. B. Field and Joseph
Stewart, George H. Thomas and John F. Reynolds had
already gone on to join General Taylor's army in Texas.
In April, Sherman was sent to Governor's Island, New
York, and thence to the recruiting station at Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania. Soon after this he received authority to
open a recruiting station at Zanesville, Ohio, to his greatston he was assigned
